  

    
     
In this document you will discover the keys to the European Youth Event
(EYE Santander) where young people build the present and the future of Europe.



SNEAK PEEK EYE SANTANDER - Keys for the event.

EYE SANTANDER
This year Europe will come closer to its Youth and, especially, to the Spanish through a big event. Six
youth pro-European organisations from Spain – Erasmus Student Network (ESN), Jóvenes del Consejo
Federal del Movimiento Europeo (CFEME), Talento para el Futuro, Federación de Asociaciones
Europeístas y Federalistas de España (JEF Spain), Equipo Europa and Consejo de la Juventud de España
(CJE) – have come together to organise the European Youth Event Santander 2022 (EYE Santander),
an event organised by the youth for the youth.
This year, 2022, is special for the European Youth: we celebrate the European Year of Youth and the
35th anniversary of the Erasmus program. For this, it is the perfect occasion to celebrate the EYE
Santander, where young people could raise their voices and express the concerns of their generation,
exchange opinions and ideas with Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) and experts and
collaborate on the construction and improvement of the European society, and fight for new and
better opportunities for the European Youth.
This event has simple objectives but with a big impact:
Promover, fortalecer y estimular la Unión Europea.
• Promote, strengthen and stimulate the European Union.
• Bring the European institutions closer to young people.
• Disseminate the work of the European Parliament (EP).
• Involve local, regional, and national institutions.
• Ensure transversal representation of young people.
• Involve MEPs and other European political representatives.
• Have speakers aged 16 to 35 in most of the project’s activities;
• Stimulate and articulate active European citizenship.
Take part in the project of the European democracy, get to know other young European people, and
make your voice heard at EYE Santander – what is missing now is you!

You can find more information on our website and
our Social Media: Instagram, Twitter o TikTok.

A STEP BACK
Every two years, the European Youth Event (EYE) takes place in Strasbourg – the official seat of the
EP. This event presents a unique opportunity for young people aged 16 to 30 to interact in person and
online, to exchange views with policymakers, civil society representatives, youth organisations, activists,
experts and, above all, with other young people with whom they share European values.
At the beginning of 2022, the EP launched a call to bring this event to a local level and achieve the goal
of bringing Europe closer to the young people, especially to those less connected to Europe.
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EYE Santander will take place in Santander (Cantabria, Spain) between the 14th and the 16th of
October. It is an event co-funded and supported by the EP and the Spanish Ministry of Foreign Affairs,
European Union and Cooperation, through the Secretary of State for the European Union.
It will be more than a Conference! Sessions, based on the non-formal education method, will be
interspersed with cultural, leisure and sport activities.
The event will be divided into 3 different areas:

Build Europe.
Share Europe.
Enjoy Europe.

Photo of European Youth Event (EYE 2021)
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BUILD EUROPE
How can the youth build the present and the future of the European Union?
This will be the space to debate, exchange ideas, propose solutions to real problems, simulate a
parliamentary session, and much more!
As it is an even organised by the youth for the youth, the programme will be co-created by the
participants and the organising team. We want to create a space for a diverse, creative and
interactive agenda. This means that both participants and experts will be able to propose sessions
according to their preferred methodology. There will be debates, inspiring talks, sessions to create joint
projects, simulations, etc…
In May, a survey was launched to the youth to identify the topics they are most interested in discussing
at the EYE Santander. The agenda, therefore, will be constructed on the 5 thematic pillars identified:

• Climate action and climate change;
• Youth participation;
• European values;
• Europe in the world;
• Mental health and well-being.
The sessions proposed by the participants will be combined with those offered by MEPs, youth
associations, experts, and activists. The only requirement: the person guiding, directing, and conducting
the sessions must be under 35 years old, with the only exception of the sessions with high-level
representatives who can listen to the youth’s change proposals and discuss with them.

Climate change
• Global warming.
• Sustainable development and growth.
• Sustainable production and from KM0.
How this applies to the youth: promotion of sustainable modes of transport; promotion of customs that
care for our environment; solutions for the overproduction; raising awareness about climate change;
improving the Green Deal, presenting the last measures adopted by the EU on the topic; etc…

Youth participation
• Participate in the democratic process.
• Explain the EU and participate in the EU political environment.
• Active youth participation in their European communities.
• Erasmus + and the European Solidarity Corps
• Erasmus+ y Cuerpo Europeo de Solidaridad.
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How this applies to the youth: integration activities in their communities; raising awareness on the
importance of youth participation in decision-making at the local, national, and European levels; youth
consultation processes; development of social and cultural competencies; Erasmus+ program; the
importance of volunteering; etc.

European values
• Mobility policies and projects.
• Promotion of European values in all EU Member States.
• Diffusion of European values.
How this applies to the youth: activities and associations to bring isolated and rural areas closer
to European values; promotion and strengthening activities of the European Solidarity Corps and
Erasmus+ as a measure to disseminate European values; exchange ideas on public and multilingual
media that can promote European values; etc.

Europe in the world
• Change the decision-making methodologies.
• European Diplomacy School.
• Green Diplomacy.
• Reception policy.
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How this applies to the youth: debate and exchange of ideas on EU’s external action; integration activities
for refugees; creation of international start-ups, etc.

Metal health and well-being
• Youth access to health and well-being measures.
• EU policies on mental health and functional diversity.
• European Health Insurance Card.
How this applies to the youth: investment in funds for youth access to mental health professionals;
exchange of good practices between health systems; measures to manage stress burden; solutions to
deal with stress due to COVID-19; etc.
In addition to focusing on these pillars, other themes can also be addressed such as but not limited to
quality education, diversity and inclusion, and Sustainable Development Goals.
We will also take this opportunity to celebrate the European Year of Youth and the 35th anniversary of
the Erasmus program.
Some of the sessions will require prior registration, while others will be open for participants to come
and go as they wish. Participants will be able to join and participate in different sessions and debates
organized by external people or by other young participants, where they will be able to share, learn,
debate, and work together.

SAVE THE DATE!
From the 1st of August, you and/or your organization will be able to propose sessions on the topics
the European youth is most interested in discussing and let us know your availability to make the
proposed session possible. Before that date, a document with the methods for the available sessions
will be published. You will have to choose the method most appropriate for your topic; however, do not
let this put you off! You will receive all necessary information and support to prepare the topic in an
adequate format and run a session during the event.

To know more, visit our website and Social Media (@eyesantander)
You can also contact us at eyesantander@esn-spain.org.
We hope you can actively contribute to the content of EYE Santander.
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SHARE EUROPE
At EYE Santander 2022 there will be spaces to share with the other participants, european values in
which we all identify ourselves and the commitment as young people to create a positive change in our
society.

EUROPEAN YOUTH PARADE
The motto of the European Union is “United in diversity”. We want therefore to celebrate it with an
activity where all young people can be together and share with the city of Santander our commitment to
being citizens who believe in European values and who want to create a positive impact on the society
of today and tomorrow.
The 700 participants to the event will gather on the first day before the opening ceremony for the
parade with flags. It will be a symbolic moment where we will all walk together in the city of Santander,
in the colours of Europe and our countries. The parade of flags is a celebration that demonstrate the
cultural unity and, at the same time, the diversity of Europe.

Photo of the Youth Parade del Erasmus Generation Meeting Portugal 2022 - ESN
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We want to give your entity visibility and allow you to know the work of other youth associations
that have different objectives, so that you can be informed and, even, be part of them. During this
activity, those associations that want will have the opportunity to share their work with the participants
and the citizenry of Santander. A fair of associations and entities will be organized so these can explain
their objectives, ends, and impact on the local and European youth. The participants will be able to
interact with the representatives of the associations and consult their scope of action.
The fair will be set up in a place open to the public, a square, where between sessions and activities, the
participants and citizens of Santander will be able to stop by to discover the commitment of each youth
organization.

NETWORKING ROOM
This event will place great value on the exchange of ideas and contact so that young people can join and
create projects for the Europe of today and tomorrow. Therefore, there will be a dedicated room for
the participants to meet physically, network, debate and/or design a joint project.

POSTERS EXHIBITION
In addition to participating in the fair, youth organizations will have the opportunity to show their
successful projects through a poster exhibition. What is a poster? A format that allows ideas,
innovations, activities, events, initiatives, projects and good practices to be presented in a visual format.
Organizations and participants will be able to create an interesting and attractive poster to inspire
the other participants. The exhibition will take place during the three days of the event and will allow
participants to learn about the work of youth associations and be inspired by the projects they carry
out.
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ENJOY EUROPE
Not only sessions! During this event, you will also be able to participate in different activities to
relax or enjoy the scenery and the action that Santander has to offer. All this will allow you to live a
unique experience and share it with other young people.

HEALTH AND WELL-BEING ACTIVITIES
The event will offer, simultaneously to the sessions, health and well-being activities that will include::
• Yoga and Pilates sessions.
• A silent room.
• Football matches and meetings to go for a run.
• Healthy food workshops.

SURFING AND ADAPTED SURFING LESSONS
Santander has several lovely beaches and many surf schools where young people enjoy the waves all
year round. The European Parliament Office in Spain will fund a surf and adapted surfing lesson for
participants who register for the activity, making the activity 100% accessible to any young person.

CULTURAL, SUSTAINABLE, AND EUROPEAN SANTANDER
To make the experience as complete as possible, throughout the event there will be guided tours of
Santander, highlighting the cultural heritage of the city and the way in which Santander is promoting
sustainable development in the European context.

CONCERTS AND ARTISTIC SHOWS
EYE Santander will also be a party to celebrate the youth. A stage will be set on the event’s premises,
where all kinds of concerts and shows will be held, enhancing local and European music traditions and
giving space to young authors and their work.

MURAL
During the event, an artist will create a mural together will all participants, which will connect the
youth to Europe and leave a memory of the event and the European values in the city.
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During EYE Santander you will have the opportunity to:
• Learn more about the work of the EU and the value of the Youth for its development.
• learn more about the value of active citizenship at the local, regional, national, and European levels.
• listen to the voice of young experts in the EU, youth, education, etc….
• Acquire new perspectives, ideas, etc. proposed by external speakers who will help you in the
creation of new projects and in the future activities of your associations, as well as enrich your life.
• interact with experts and express the concerns of today’s youth.
• direct attention to issues of interest to your organization.
• share good practices, talk about the most important challenges faced by young people and find
solutions together; and
• develop new projects and initiatives.
This event will be a place where all those involved in shaping or influencing the youth will come together
in one place to listen and learn from each other, and where interested parties can learn more about
the youth perspective.
If you have any question or suggestion about the content of this document, you can reach us at:
eyesantander@esn-spain.org.



    
Co-funded and supported by:

@eyesantander
www.eyesantander.org
Write to us at the following e-mail:

eyesantander@esn-spain.org

Organizing entities:

Collaborating entities:

